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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EB-08 /021 W 

096070 250346Z/15 

R241350Z AUG78 
FM AMEMBASSY SOEIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5145 
USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS SOFIA 1754 

USDOC FOR BEWT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP BU 

SUBJECT: CALL ON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MACHINE BUILDING 


1 . E/C OEFICER HACKER PAID COURTESY CALL ON MINISTRY 
AUG 23 AND WAS RECEIVED BY DEPUTY MINISTER ILIA IVANOVSKY, 

MS. SAVKA IVANOVA, OF THE SECTION FOR INTERNATIONAL COOP- 
ERATION, AND SEVERAL OTHER TECHNICAL EXPERTS. EMBOFF 
EXPLAINED HIS DUTIES IN THE FIELD OE TRADE COOPERATION, 

INVITED IVANOVSKY AND HIS STAFF TO TOUR THE AMERICAN 
PAVILION AT PLOVDIV AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THIS FIRST 
MEETING WOULD BE ONLY ONE OF MANY IN WHICH THE EMBASSY COULD 
BE OF ASSISTANCE TO THE MINISTRY IN HELPING FIND AMERICAN 
FIRMS INTERESTED IN TRADING AND COOPERATION OPPORTUNITIES. 


2. IVANOVSKY REPLIED THAT HIS MINISTRY WAS INDEED INTER- 
ESTED IN SUCH COOPERATION AND POINTED PARTICULARLY TO THE 
AREA OF HYDRAULICS WITH APPLICATIONS TO INDUSTRIAL ROBOTS 
AND HYDRO-TRANSMISSION, AS WELL AS THE DESIGN AND ENGI- 
NEERING OE DIESEL MOTORS. IN THE HYDRAULICS FIELD, HE 
MENTIONED THAT A DELEGATION OF HIS MINISTRY WHICH HAD 
VISITED THE US TWO WEEKS AGO HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH BORG- WARNER 
AND INGERSOLL-RAND. HE WAS ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN TALKING 
TO CATERPILLAR ON THE SECOND THEME. 
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3. MS. IVANOVA POINTED OUT THAT THE MINISTRY WAS NOT JUST 
INTERESTED IN PURE TRADE, BUT ESPECIALLY IN INDUSTRIAL 
COOPERATION, JOINT PRODUCTION, AND IN ARRANGEMENTS EOR 
FINANCING OF NEW PLANTS THROUGH PARTIAL PURCHASE OF THEIR 
PRODUCTION. THE IDEA OF COOPERATION IN THIRD COUNTRIES, 
SUCH AS BUYING SOME GOODS FROM BULGARIA TO BE USED IN 
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PROJECTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, EOR WHICH FREIGHT COSTS WOULD 
BE LOWER THAN FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, WAS ALSO BROACHED. 
BULGARIANS STATED THAT FRUITFUL COOPERATION WITH SEVERAL 
WESTERN FIRMS HAD BEEN DEVELOPED IN THIS AREA. 

4. HACKER STATED THAT WE HAD ONLY BEGUN TO UNCOVER THE 
POSSIBILITIES EOR COOPERATION IN FIELDS FALLING UNDER THE 
MINISTRY'S COMPETENCE. HE RECALLED MEETING WITH EXEDITOR 
OE EAST- WEST MARKETS IN VIENNA WHO EXPLAINED THAT BULGARIA 
WAS STILL A COUNTRY UNKNOWN TO MANY AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN, 
AND THAT PROSPECTIVE TRADING PARTNERS NEEDED MORE INEORMA- 
TION ABOUT BULGARIA AND ITS NEEDS IF THEY WERE TO BE 
ATTRACTED TO THE BULGARIAN MARKET. VICE MINISTER ACCEPTED 
SUGGESTION THAT ANOTHER MEETING BE HELD ALTER PLOVDIV TO 
ZERO IN ON ANY LEADYPMADE DURING THE EAIR AND TO BEGIN 

TO EXPLORE IN MORE DETAIL SPECIFIC BULGARIAN INTERESTS 
WHICH WE COULD TRANSMIT TO US EIRMS. 

5. ON LEAVING, MS. IVANOVA ASKED ABOUT SITUATION REGARDING 
US-BULGARIAN TRADE COUNCIL MEETING. HACKER REPLIED THAT HE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT MEETING WOULD NOT BE HELD AS PLANNED BUT 
THAT WE HOPED CHAIRMAN OF US SECTION COULD COME HERE TO 
HOLD DISCUSSIONS. 

GARTHOEF 
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